
1) Minimize the Discharge of 
Grass Clippings to the Street:  
Many street drains in the Walla Wal-
la area either lead directly to a creek, 
or to the ground. Grass clippings and 
lawn debris can have a negative ef-
fect on water quality. The small par-
ticles from these organics can wash 
into nearby storm drains, adding 
harmful nutrient levels to aquatic 
life and ground water. Over time, 
they can also clog storm drains and 
cause flooding. 
 
2) Keep Trash Receptacle Lids 
Closed: One of the most common 
ways to pollute stormwater is leav-
ing a dumpster lid open, or allowing 
the dumpster to become overfull. 
When it rains, stormwater can accu-
mulate inside and potentially leak 
pollutants from the receptacle.  
 
3) Monitor Landscaping and 
Lawn Replacement: HOAs typical-
ly have well maintained landscaping 
and pleasant aesthetics. For land-
scaping work such as lawn and bark 
replacement, materials should not be 
dumped or stored in the street. Rain 
will gather the sediment and parti-
cles and carry them to the nearest 
storm drain. The Dept. of Ecology 
considers this an illicit discharge, 
and may assess fines. Materials in 
the street should always be swept up 
to the maximum extent possible, and 
never hosed or washed into the 
storm drain. 
 
4) Use Care When Washing Your 
Car: Some residents choose to wash 
their cars either in their driveway or 
in the street. All soaps and deter-
gents used for car washing can be 
harmful to aquatic life if discharged 
to a water body. One option is to 
wash your car in a vegetated area 
where the wash water can soak 

slowly into the ground. The most 
environmentally safe way to 
wash your car is at a commercial 
car wash, since they will be con-
forming with local codes for 
proper disposal of wash water 
and pollutants.  
 
5) Reduce Use of Fertilizers 
and Pesticides: Fertilizers, pesti-
cides, and herbicides have imme-
diate negative impacts on 
streams and groundwater. Ferti-
lize sparingly and caringly.  
 
6) Retrofit your Property: Low  
impact development (LID) tech-
niques minimize and slow storm-
water runoff. Reducing runoff  
decreases the amount of water 
that flows into streams, while 
recharging groundwater. Retro-
fits usually involve replacing 
paved surfaces with permeable 
ones to increase stormwater infil-
tration. Other LID retrofits could 
include rain gardens and facili-
ties that capture stormwater and 
allow it to infiltrate, while hav-
ing an aesthetic appeal. Note; 
retrofits can be expensive to 
build and typically are only con-
sidered in the event of develop-
ment expansion.   

Tips for HOAs and Walla Walla County Residents to 

Help Keep Stormwater as Clean as Possible 

Our message is to raise 

awareness of stormwater 

pollution prevention and 

remind residents to do 

their part by keeping pol-

lutants out of the rain. 

Interested in learning 

more? Try these helpful  

contacts: 

Stormwater info; 

General stormwater info 

and links to the Depart-

ment of Ecology’s website 

may be found at Walla Wal-

la County’s stormwater 

website: 

http:wwcountyroads.com 

Then click Stormwater 

 

Trash receptacles with lids 

closed and not near a 

storm drain. 

 

 

Example of an aesthetically pleasing 
and well maintained HOA Storm-
water feature.  

Need to report a        

problem?  Report illicit 

discharges to creeks or 

storm drains by calling:                   

(509) 524-2710 


